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Rural areas have a variety of assets 
on their side, their natural and 
agronomic potential going some 
way towards meeting the dietary 
needs of both local people and the 
rest of the world and dealing with 
the challenges presented by the 
energy transition. The quality of the 
living environment they promote is 
another advantage that should be 
highlighted and promoted, whilst 
the sense of proximity and mutual 
trust that this facilitates are an asset 
to developing the economic fabric. 
Physical and digital accessibility, 
which is often found to be lacking 
in rural areas, is vital, with access to 
local public services, shops, service 
and healthcare becoming more 
important the greater the proportion 
of elderly people living in the 
countryside becomes. Partnership 
schemes encouraging research are 
a factor in an area's appeal. Increasing 
levels of mobility help to create a 
community of destiny between 
large cities and rural areas. Many 
schemes have been developed with 
a view to helping with the creation 
and development of businesses, but 
the abundance of such schemes has 
proven detrimental to their visibility.
The Interdepartmental Committees 
on Rurality held on 13 March 
and 14  September 2015 outlined  
67 measures for rural areas, and 
whilst some are certainly heading 
in the right direction, it is too early 
to assess their actual contribution. 
This will primarily depend on the 
State's ability to fund them, despite 

the budgetary context, without 
passing the expense on to local 
authorities which are themselves 
facing reductions in their resources.
The territorial reform was intended 
to shed light on the sharing of skills 
and expertise between authorities, 
with the region becoming solely 
responsible for economic strategy 
within its territory. In the case of 
tourism, skills and expertise remain 
shared. The department may, in 
certain circumstances, contribute 
to the funding of commercial 
services in rural environments. The 
idea behind the creation of major 
regions and inter-communal bodies 
is undoubtedly that such groupings 
will enable those territories in a 
favourable position to boost those 
in less favourable positions. There is, 
however, a risk that those territories 
in a favourable position may syphon 
off those in less favourable positions 
with which they have merged 
in terms of public employment 
and activity. Furthermore, certain 
departments and inter-communal 
bodies have stronger economic ties 
with regions other than their own. 
Rural areas are a source of wealth for 
our country. Some have successfully 
exploited their assets to boost 
their economies, if only the much-
needed support was provided for 
local players. With this in mind, the 
ESEC has formulated a series of 
recommendations with a view to 
giving territories the capabilities 
t h e y  n e e d  a n d  p r o m o t i n g 
national cohesion and sustainable 

development.
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The situations of the rural areas found in mainland France vary significantly, from isolated regions 
with very low population densities to average-density towns on the outskirts of larger cities. Most, 
however, are witnessing an increase in their populations. Their economy consists largely of productive, 
agricultural, craft and industrial activities, although residential activity still predominates, owing, in 
part, to the contribution made by the incomes of those working in towns and cities and living in 
rural areas, who come here to retire, to set up a business or to get involved in the tourism industry. 
Whilst some rural areas, and industrial regions in particular, have greatly suffered as a result of the 
crisis, others, which are often more residential, have been less affected.

When it comes to 
rural areas under city 
influence, 39% of the 
working population 

work inan urban area 
other than that in 

which they live. 

France is a 
primarily rural country, 
with agricultural land 

occupying 51%  
of mainland France 

and natural areas 40%.



 ÊTAKING FULL ACCOUNT OF THE DIVERSITY OF RURAL AREAS
• Incorporating a comprehensive, prospective and participatory territorial diagnosis into the drafting of the 

Regional Economic Development, Innovation and Internationalisation Strategy (SRDEII).
• Using territorial assets as a basis for endogenous development. 
• Fighting the proliferation of standards.

 Ê IMPROVING THEIR PHYSICAL AND DIGITAL ACESSIBILITY
• Providing funding for the renovation of rail, road and river networks, and those used as capillary networks for 

freight in particular, to improve service connections both between rural areas and cities, and at local level. 
Reinforcing the optimisation of existing infrastructures and the priority that must be placed on adopting 
alternatives to single car usage.

• With regard to freight, seeking ways in which local services and the optimised routing of long-distance freight 
trains could be developed to complement one another.

• Reinforcing inter-city connections and services to rural areas, transferring responsibility for main roads of 
regional importance to the respective regions and departments, and maintaining the network of key service 
stations in rural parts.

• Creating local mobility agencies to promote the development of collaborative transport in rural areas 
(car-sharing, carpooling, home-based working, cycling services, etc.) and intermodality with public transport.

• Accelerating super-fast digital coverage across the territory as a whole by diminishing 2G and 3G white zones, 
with at least one operator or pooled infrastructures, without limiting this coverage to town centres.

 Ê IMPROVING LAND PRESEVATION AND URBAN PLANNING QUALITY 
 ÊENSURING BETTER ACCESS TO PUBLIC SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE

• Improving access to training for young people in rural areas by improving the information available to them 
prior to them choosing a professional pathway and increasing local initiatives with a view to establishing a 
housing offering that reflects the needs of apprentices in those areas with a strong artisan fabric.

• Promoting access to local healthcare by encouraging doctors to move to these areas, securing the positions of 
young GPs and developing collegiate and partnership-based practice and telemedicine, as well as encouraging 
agreements between local hospitals and UHCs.

• Encouraging businesses to become involved in developing local organisations caring for young children.
 ÊENHANCING APPEAL THROUGH SECTORS AND NETWORKS 

• Promoting the development of local distribution networks and “localised agricultural networks”, increasing the 
sustainable productivity of forests and boosting the sustainable development of the tourism industry. 

• Improving access for SMEs to public procurement opportunities by placing greater importance on the proximity 
(short distribution channels) and quality (lowest responsible bidder approach) criteria, and to international 
markets by means of export “porting”.

• Revaluing the FISAC (“Intervention Fund for the Safeguarding of Services, Crafts and Trade”) by turning the focus 
back on its original objective.

• Reassuring intermediate-sized companies and the network-based operation of partnership-based schemes 
designed to promote innovation in rural areas.

• Simplifying business development support schemes and improving the evaluation and efficacy thereof. 
• Encouraging cooperation between players in the civil engineering sphere. 

 Ê IMPROVING EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
• Reinforcing an increase in the qualification of labour and of young people in particular, by means of 

apprenticeships, work-based training programmes and continuing education opportunities, among other 
things. 

• Developing territorial human resource planning (HRP) in rural areas. 
• Boosting the appeal of seasonal work and improving the qualification and working conditions of the employees 

concerned.
 ÊPROMOTING DYNAMIC GOVERNANCE TO STRENGTHEN DEVELOPMENT 

• Monitoring statistics, taking both the new regions into account and the former regions of which they are made 
up. 

• Encouraging regions to establish agreements with their institutional partners, and EPCIs (“Public Inter-
municipality Cooperation Establishments”) in particular, to optimise territorial economic initiatives.

• Reinforcing the role of CESERs (“Regional Economic, Social and Environmental Councils”) and encouraging local 
players to use the existing tools available for the purposes of structuring territorial social dialogue. 

• Anticipating an interim report to assess the effects of the territorial reform on the economic development of 
rural areas five years from now.
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